The Grapevine

Alberni District Secondary School
January 11, 2012

Dear Parents and Guardians:

I'd like to take this opportunity to wish each of you a very
happy New Year!

As you see in the picture to the right we had a very
successful Christmas Assembly on December 16, thanks to
the superb organization of the Mr. Roberts’ Leadership Class.

The most important message in the assembly was to
celebrate all of the hard work of everyone throughout the
Fall. Additionally, ADSS collected over 2500 non-perishable food items for the less
fortunate over the Christmas Holiday period. This food was equally distributed to the
Bread of Life and the Salvation Army.

Totem Tournament 57

Totem 57 was January 6, 7 at ADSS and the Athletic Hall...

...and another Chapter of Totem is complete. With Totem 57 in the books, it is time to reflect on the
weekend. Our Red Friday campaign was invented and record crowds came to support our teams. Two
feature games per night provided plenty of excitement and action. The cheer team worked hard to
inspire and motivate the players, while their halftime shows, accompanied by the dance team,
entertained during the breaks. The spirit candidates were simply amazing. Their work and dedication
to this tournament is in part why the culture of this tournament stays so strong. To all the
volunteers, from the all-star committee, the score table, security, front gate, media, and all the
coordinators in varies roles, I thank you. Last but not least, the parents, public and student body;
you are Totem, you make it what it is, kind of a big deal! Although it is early, the Totem committee
has already begun talks of what Totem 58 will look like in our new school. It will feature more teams
and a welcome back reunion. Information can be found at www.alberniarmadbasketball.webs.com or
on Facebook at Armada Basketball. Any information can also be directed to Mr. Jim Seredick,
jseredick@yahoo.ca . For those basketball buffs, it is not over. ADSS will play host to both the Jr.
Girls North Islands (Feb 10, 11) and the Sr. Girls North Islands (Feb. 16-18). Once again, thank you
to everyone involved.

Facts:

Sr. Boys winner, Stellys Sr. Secondary

Sr. Girls winner: Alberni Armada

Totem Spirit winner: Melissa Goundan, Dance Team

Mike Roberts
Athletic Director


http://www.alberniarmadbasketball.webs.com/
mailto:jseredick@yahoo.ca

End of Semester 1 - January 24th

The last of classes for Semester 1 is Tuesday, January 24th. As I indicated in December’s
Grapevine, January 23 and January 24 students in semestered courses will be finishing off
course work, writing Departmental exams, and returning textbooks. Provincial exams will
begin on Tuesday, January 24 for students taking Math 10. All other students will be in
regular classes.

1. All students will attend classes on Monday, January 23 and Tuesday, January 24.
Only Grade 9 students will attend classes on Wednesday, January 25 and Thursday,
January 26",

2. There will be no classes for students on Friday, January 27"

3. Each day will consist of two classes only. (8:45 - 11:35am & 12:30 - 3:15 pm)
There will only be a bell that begins and ends each class.

4. The reference on the schedule “"1.1” means Day 1, period 1. (2.3 = Day 2, period 3
etc.)

5. Teachers can use the extended class time each day to:
¢ Write their school-based exam.
¢ Have students complete any outstanding assignments.
e Return their textbook to the bookroom.

6. Provincial Exams will take place in assighed rooms. Schedule for class movement to
accommodate provincial exams will be posted in early January 2012.

7. School/district administrators will invigilate all provincial exams.

8. All conflict exams will be written on Friday, January 27", 2012. Students need to
see Mr. Behnke to resolve exam conflicts.

Teachers are reminding students about missing assignments on an on-going basis. If it's
not too late for appropriate consideration, homework assignments should be accepted at
full marks and opportunities for reassessment should be on the basis of a commitment to a
review process under the teacher’s direction. The student should then receive the highest
mark for the assignment.

Teachers will be available to students during the final week of the
semester to provide assistance where needed.

It is imperative that students take full advantage of this time to
complete any outstanding work prior to the end of the semester.



January 2012 Exam Schedule

Monday
January 23"
Day 1

All grades in session

Tuesday
January 24™

All grades in session

Wednesday
January 25™

Only grades 9 in
session

Thursday
January 26™

Only grades 9 in
session

Friday
January 27"
No Grades in
sessions; students
in for I’s, conflicts

and scheduled
exams
1.1 Block 8:45 — 1.3 Block 8:45 — 2.1 Block 8:45 - | 2.3 Block 8:45 —
11:35am 11:35am 11:35am 11:35am No Classes
App & Work English 10 (E+P) | English 12 (E+P) FRAL 12 (E
Math 10 (9am—12 pm) (9am—12 pm) only)
(E+P) (9am—12 pm)
Foundations of
Math 10
(E+P) Conflict Exams
Grade 10-12 (9am—12 pm)
Return
Textbooks
Grade 10-12

Return Textbooks

1.2 Block 12:30 -
3:15 pm

Grade 10-12
Return
Textbooks

1.4 Block 12:30-
3:15 pm

Grade 10-12
Return Textbooks

2.2 Block 12:30-
3:15 pm

Social Studies 11
(E+P)
(1-4pm)

2.4 Block 12:30-
3:15 pm

Science 10 (E+P)
(1-4pm)

No classes
Civic Studies 11

(E only)
(1-4pm)

Conflict Exams

Yearbook News

Grade 12s we NEED to have Grad write-ups and baby pictures in to actually have
them in the yearbook. Jan 13th is the absolute deadline for these.

Yearbooks should have been ordered by now. If you were unable to get your
order in you have 1 more week to do so. We have almost sold out. Do not miss
out on the one book you will have for the rest of your life.




Ministry of Education Satisfaction Surveys

What is the Satisfaction Survey?

A survey administered annually as part of the accountability cycle that gathers opinions from
students, parents and school staff on achievement, human and social development, and safety.

It is intended to provide a source of information to identify current strengths, as well as to determine
where schools may need to focus improvement. The survey has been kept brief and is understood as
a starting point for more detailed examination and dialogue within schools.

When does the survey take place?

Over a period of about three months, typically from January to March.
Who participates?

Students in Grades 4*, 7, 10, and 12, their parents, and all public school staff (teachers, principals,
vice-principals, support staff, teacher assistants and non-enrolling professionals such as First Nations
support workers and school psychologists) participate in the survey.

(* Grade 3 parents and students will complete the survey in schools where there are no Grade 4
students.)

How is the survey delivered?

The survey is delivered online and is available 24/7 for three months. The present survey is provided
in 17 languages other than English, and the student and staff surveys are provided in French and
English. The following is required:

0 Internet Explorer, Netscape or Mozilla
0 56K bandwidth minimum

0 32MB RAM (64MB recommended)

0 40 MB hard drive space

Electronic surveying is available until April 14th, 2012. The website to access the
electronic survey is:

http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat survey/access.htm

This website is also in the attached instructions file. If you have any problems opening
these attachments or understanding the instructions, please contact us at:

Email: support@awinfosys.com
Phone: 1-866-558-5339

Where in the World Are They Now?

In each issue of the Grapevine we highlight one ADSS graduate. If you know of anyone who has graduated from
ADSS and would be willing to share their “story” we’d be happy to feature it.


http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm
http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/sat_survey/access.htm
mailto:support@awinfosys.com

We welcome you to attend:

ADSS FIRST NATIONS STEERING COMMITTEE
AFTER CHRISTMAS
CHRISTMAS DINNER

JANUARY 12,2012
5:00 P.M.
HUPACASATH HOUSE OF GATHERING
5500 AHAHSWINIS DRIVE

ROAST BEEF AND SMOKED FISH
DOOR PRIZES
INFORMATION SHARING

=

For further information contact
Angie Miller, Candace Graydon, or Doug Sam at
723-6251 or amiller@sd70.bc.ca

Does your child have a problem at school?
Speaking Up! can help

Did you know there is a guide that can help you speak up when you think your child is having a problem at
school?
Speaking Up! A parent guide to advocating for students in public schools will give you a basic understanding of
how to deal with problems your child is facing in school. You will learn about:

e parents’ and students’ rights and responsibilities

e identifying and working through a problem

e staying on track using the Problem-Solving and Meeting Survival Guides

e district and provincial appeals

e dealing with the fear you’ll make things worse

e bullying/harassment.

e the public school system, and

e places to look for more help.

You'll also learn about what fairness looks like when school and district staff make decisions. This popular guide
helps parents recognize and expect fair practice in decisions that affect their children. Do you think an apology
will help solve the problem? You’ll find information to help you ask for a meaningful apology.

Since 1996, Speaking Up! has helped parents advocate for their children and solve problems in a positive way.
Download this free on-line guide from the BC Confederation of Parent Advisory Council (BCCPAC) website
www.bccpac.bc.ca/advocacyproject/resources.aspx.



Sometimes

Finding Balance

Is hard, especially when you feel alone

Finding Balance is an
educational support group
for youth dealing with
drugs and/or alcohol in
their lives.

You’ll get a certificate for
each section completed.

Starts Monday January 16" at ADAPS
4260A 10" Ave (Upstairs)
4 til 5 (sharp!)

If you want food or something to drink, please
arrive a little earlier.

Neighbourhood Concern

Some of our neighbours are frustrated because parents park in their driveways to wait and pick up students after
school or at lunch time. Please be considerate of our neighbours. | know that parking at this present school site is
an issue but blocking neighbour’s driveways can lead to significant problems for these people when they need to

access the street from their yard or access their yard from the street.

Victoria Film Festival Entry

One of our students, Cortland Thibodeau, entered his film about extreme mountain biking into the Victoria Film
Festival. This submission earned top spot for the most online votes but, unfortunately wasn’t chosen for inclusion
in this film festival. However, we still believe that it’s an excellent submission and well worth watching. It has
been shown to ADSS students at the recent Talent Show which was held just prior to Christmas. If you’d like to

see Cortland’s film it can be viewed at http://vimeo.com/32722997.



http://vimeo.com/32722997

Arts Night at ADSS
The public is welcome to attend our Arts Night on January 18" from

6:30pm - 9:00pm. Band, Art, Drama, Dance, Culinary Arts and Textiles

will be featured. Pay by donation and all funds will be donated to the
Bread of Life.

Do you enjoy working with
Children & Youth with
Special Needs?

The Ministry of Children and Family Development
are looking for Relief & Foster homes to care for
Special Needs Children & Youth

The children and youth are diagnosed with a
Developmental Disability, Autism or require special care
because of a physical dysfunction which effects daily life.

Homes are needed for short periods of time including
weekends and/or holidays.

For more

information or to apply, please contact:
Judy Nelson or Megan DeJong @ 250-720-2650

Criminal Record Check & Homestudy required




BCeSIS Survey

BCeSIS is the electronic data management system currently used by the majority of BC school districts. Inan
effort to find a replacement for BCeSIS the Ministry of Education has put out several surveys to involved
stakeholders. The link below provides access to both the Teacher/Administrator survey and the Parent/Student
survey. If you would like to complete this survey it needs to be done prior to January 20. The survey can be found
at http://www.bcedplan.ca/actions/technology/bcesis-survey.php.

Important Upcoming Dates

January 11 — PAC Meeting, 7:00 pm, staffroom

January 12 — 5:00 pm, Community Dinner

January 14 — Band bottle drive

January 18 — “Diversity” A Night of the Arts, 6:60 pm — 9:00 pm
January 24 — last day of Semester 2

Please contact me at 723-6251, extension 222, if you have questions or concerns about this newsletter.

Mike Ruttan,
Principal

Thank you

for your generous support of the
ADSS Breakfast Club

Toy Run Members
Board of Education SD 70
Dennis Jonnson Motor Products Ltd.
Sdeway
CUPE
Lily Diotte of Swale Rock
AV Times
Coffee News
Janet Parker
Circle Dairy
Parent Volunteers and Community Partner Volunteers

From the ADSS Breakfast Club students, parents and staff
Hannv New Year!



http://www.bcedplan.ca/actions/technology/bcesis-survey.php

