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June 2019
Dear Parents and Guardians:
It’s hard to believe that we’re here already but
Tuesday is our final day of regular classes for the
year. There is a lot going on this week and next.
Hopefully this final newsletter of the year will fill
in any details that you are not aware of.
TH

TUESDAY, JUNE 18

Tuesday, June 18th is the final day of classes for
the 2018/19 school year. Our main focus on
Tuesday will be on locker cleanout and our yearend award ceremonies. We will be working on a
modified Friday schedule with classes ending at
1pm so that we can begin transforming our gym
and other areas for the exam sessions that start
on Wednesday. We will have two separate award
ceremonies – one for Grades 8&9 and one for
Grades 10-12.
Ceremony times will be as follows:
Grade 8s & 9s: 9:30 – 10:45
Grade 10s, 11s and 12s: 10:50 – 12:20

Important Upcoming Dates
Tues-Thur, June 11-13 – Indigenous Peoples Days
Wed, June 12 – Pancake Breakfast – 7-9am
Scholarship & Bursary Night – 7pm
Tues, June 18 – Last Day of Classes – Award
Ceremonies
Wed-Thur June 19-20 – Grade 8 Exams
Fri, Jun 21 – Provincial Numeracy Assessment
-

Nuu Chah Nulth Day/Indigenous
Peoples Day

Mon-Thur, June 24-27 – Provincial Exams
Thur, June 27 – 9:30 am Grad Rehearsal at the
Multiplex
Fri, June 28 – Grad Ceremony at Multiplex - 7pm Grads line up at 6pm
-

Report Cards are available

Sat, June 29 – Prom

Times are approximate and, depending on how
the assemblies flow, we may need to fudge five minutes on either end of the ceremony timeline.
Busses will run early and pick students up at the usual Friday time of 1:22.

EXAMS - Included in this edition of the Grapevine you will find a copy of the June exam schedule. Our
first exams start on Wednesday morning. As in January, Grade 9-12 exams will be held in the
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gymnasium and Grade 8 exams will be held in classrooms. Please ensure your student(s) double checks
their schedule. It is recommended that students arrive at least 15 minutes before their scheduled exam
time to ensure they are seated and ready to go when the exam begins. This is especially true for any
students who may be scheduled to write computer based exams as it often takes a few minutes to log in
to the computer. It is also important that students come fully prepared with pencils, erasers and pens.
Calculators should also be brought for Math exams.
All exams and assessments are intended to last two hours, but students are allowed an extra hour to
complete the exam if they need it. All students must stay for the first hour of the exam before they will
be permitted to leave the examination space.

LOCKERS - On Tuesday morning, students will be given time to clear out their lockers for the school
year. If a student is away on Tuesday or does not clear out their locker, there will be a short grace
period before we begin clearing out any remaining lockers. All lockers will be cleaned out by staff at the
end of the day on Friday, June 21st. The contents of those lockers will be placed on lost and found tables
in the main hallway of the school. Anything that is not claimed by students by June 28th will be boxed up
and donated to goodwill.

TEXTBOOKS AND LIBRARY BOOKS - As lockers are cleaned out it is advised that students return
their textbooks to the bookroom. Textbooks and library books are expensive items that the school loans
to students each year, no different than any other library. Those books are the responsibility of the
student to which they are signed out to. Books that are not returned or which are returned in damaged
or unusable shape will incur a replacement fee. Please encourage your student to ensure that all their
books are returned. Looking through binders, backpacks and bedrooms might be helpful. Overdue
books will impede students’ ability to pick up their report card, sign out new books in September and
will be a barrier to participation in the graduation ceremony for Grade 12s.
If you have any inquiries, please send your student to see Mrs. McLeod in the library or main office. The
book room will be open for all of exam week, for returns and any time before that, they can be dropped
off in the library. Parents, thank you for your help with this.
Book room hours for June are as follows:
June 17th – Before and after school
June 18th - Before and after school
June 19th - June 26th - Daily from 8:30am – 3:30pm

REPORT CARDS - Report cards will be available in the main foyer of the school on June 28th. After
June 28th, report cards can be picked up in the main office.
Remember that report cards reflect the final school mark for courses. Marks for English 12 and
Communications 12 courses, which have provincial exams, are not final until the provincial exam result
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is merged with the school mark. Provincial exam results are usually released by the Ministry of
Education in late July.

2019/20 CLASS SCHEDULE CHANGES - By now, students should be aware of their scheduled
courses for next year. 2019/20 Schedules were handed out to students on June 6th. Counsellors will
continue to be available to students until 12pm on June 27th to make changes to their schedules. It is
our expectation that students will take advantage of this time to make sure that all schedule changes are
made prior to September and thus ensure a smooth start-up to the year. Students who have empty
class spots in their timetables can assume that, if they don’t visit their counsellor, their counsellor will fill
the holes in their schedules with whichever courses are available. We expect most courses to be very
full for September so students who don’t address their schedule changes now, perhaps thinking they can
just wait until September, may be left without the opportunity to make changes later.
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Back row: L to R – Ms. Guenther, Ryan Golden, Brett Lehtonen, Myles Bernard
Front row: Angelina Sankey
Our 2019 Special Olympics Ontario Invitational Youth Games representatives that competed in 3-on-3
basketball and won a Bronze.
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DRESS CODE: As the weather warms up and summer comes into view we need to remind students and
staff about expectations regarding dress at school. The expectations are simple. School is a place where
our focus is on learning and we should dress appropriately for that environment.
For the vast majority of our students, there is no concern here. Their attire is just fine. For a handful of
students there seems to be a desire to dress in ways that are inappropriate for school. When we say
inappropriate this generally means that their clothes are excessively revealing or their clothing features
images or words which are offensive, promote hate or advertise illegal activities such as drug or alcohol
use. If a student dresses in such a way, and school administration determines that their clothing has
crossed the line of appropriateness, the student will be asked to cover up with jacket or other clothes. If a
student does not have other clothes available to them or refuses to cover up, their parents will be
contacted, and the student will be sent home to change.
Dressing in a way that may be perfectly acceptable for the beach or a nightclub is great if you are going to
one of those places but not if you are going to a school or work environment. We appreciate your support
in helping your student make good choices about their daily fashion statements.

NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION
IMPORTANT: If you wish to cancel, or you have more than one student (you receive it more than once),
please call me at 250-723-6251 ext 2401 or email me at cbrooks1@sd70.bc.ca to cancel . Thank you. Colleen
Brooks, Secretary – ADSS

STUDENT ACTIVITY FEES
Student activity fees for the 2018-2019 school year are $30 and can be paid to Ms Levasseur in the
counselling office. This is not a textbook fee. The fee supports various students’ activities and special
events throughout the year.
Gr. 12’s and Parents/Guardians are invited to “like” the Facebook info page about all things Grad and
Prom 2019 – ADSS Grad 2019 is what it is called.

GRADE 12 PARENTS – has your grad completed their Grad Transitions Coursework and Grad
Paperwork? Many grads have not submitted their grad script (what is read out as they cross the stage)
or baby/young child photos for the grad slideshow at the ceremony. Please send these in to
adsscareer@gmail.com
Here are some examples of what we are hoping to receive:
1. During her time at ADSS, Sarah has enjoyed participating in sports, music and academics. She
would like to thank her family and teachers for their constant support. In September, she will
be starting the Bachelor of Science in Nursing Program at Vancouver Island University.

The Grapevine

Alberni District Secondary School

http://adss.sd70.bc.ca

2. Connor has enjoyed his time at ADSS and would like to thank all his friends and family,
especially his mom for supporting him over the years. He plans to travel for the next year
before pursuing an education at a university.
3. Jon plans on attending Camosun College to start his bachelor’s degree in athletic therapy. He
would like to thank his family, friends, teammates and his coaches Neelam Parmar, Dave
Eamer and Craig Brooks for helping him along the way

GRAD CEREMONY TICKETS – ***VERY IMPORTANT** The grad list has now been posted on the
bulletin board outside the office. Students must be on the grad list in order to pick up grad ceremony tickets. Tickets
will be for sale in Ms Levasseur’s office located in the counselling department starting on Wednesday June 12. They
will be $15 each no limit. We accept cash or check. Office hours are from 8:15-4 closed 10:15-11:15 Monday to
Thursday; 8-2 Fridays.
The Graduation Ceremony will be held at the Alberni Valley Multiplex on Friday June 28, 2019 at 7:00 pm.

CAP AND GOWN - Cap and Gown pick up will start at June 12 during lunch, outside of the counselling
office, for those on the grad list.

LIBRARY AND OVERDUE LIBRARY AND TEXTBOOKS:
As lockers are cleaned out it is advised that students return their textbooks to the bookroom. Textbooks
and library books are expensive items that the school loans to students each year, no different than any
other library. Those books are the responsibility of the student to which they are signed out to. Books that
are not returned or which are returned in damaged or unusable shape will incur a replacement fee. Please
encourage your student to ensure that all their books are returned. Looking through binders, backpacks
and bedrooms might be helpful. Overdue books will impede students’ ability to pick up their report card,
sign out new books in September and will be a barrier to participation in the graduation ceremony for
Grade 12s.
If you have any inquiries, please send your student to see Mrs. McLeod in the library or main office. The
book room will be open for all of exam week, for returns and any time before that, they can be dropped off
in the library. Parents, thank you for your help with this.

PROM COMMITTEE - Parents wishing for more information about prom or wanting to get involved, we
have a Facebook page. Join our page at ADSS 2019 Prom Parents. Prom Parents have a table set up in the
main entrance every Wednesday at lunch for parent and student inquiries.

FRANCE & BARCELONA TRIP 2020 – Plans are underway to organize a trip to France during Spring
Break 2020! In conjunction with EF Tours, ADSS is going to Europe for 11 days to see the Eiffel Tower, the
Louvre, the walled city of Carcassonne and during our 2-day extension to Barcelona we will also visit the
Sagrada Familia and the Picasso museum, plus much more! EF Tours focuses on “Education First” with
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trained tour guides and leaders who manage the tour from start to finish. If your child loves history,
sightseeing and trying new things, this tour is a must! Information packages are available from Mr. J.
Contant for students to pick up if they did not attend the meeting in October.

PAC- Our PAC meetings take place the second Wednesday of the month at 7pm at ADSS. All parents and
guardians of ADSS students are encouraged to attend. We hope to see you at the first meeting of the new
school year, Wednesday September 11th, 2019 at 7pm at ADSS. Our AGM will be held October on 9th at
7pm.
Congrats to the graduating class of 2019! Have a fun and safe summer.
If you have any questions or would like to be part of the PAC distribution list please send the PAC an email
at adsspac@gmail.com. You can also get updates and resources through the “ADSS PAC” Facebook page.

CLUBS AND TEAMS
MODEL UN CLUB: is Tuesdays at lunch in room 218. Reghan, grade 12, is
Head Delegate and Robbie, grade 10, is Co-Chair.

SAFE: Student Allies for Equality, meets Thursdays at lunch in room 218.
THE BEE CLUB: welcomes new members Thursdays at lunch in room 101
who are interested in learning how to become bee-keepers. We have two
goals: To keep the school hives going as a place to learn about bee-keeping and extra aspects including:
honey production, candle and cosmetics creation. In the Spring we hope to breed more new queen bees
and establish mini-hives for students to adopt themselves.
THE BEE CLUB: The Island Bee-Inspector will be visiting us at our ADSS hives Friday, June 14 after
school. Please let cbarber@sd70.bc.ca know if you would like to join in.
Bee All You Can Bee! Cal Barber

ADSS GAMES CLUB: Meets every Friday after school in Room #216
BAND: "For music students, see our Facebook and Instagram pages for weekly updates by following
@ADSSmusic and also all dates and hands-outs can be found at the music program website,
www.adssmusic.weebly.com."

SAFE Club News: (Student Allies for Equality) has participated in a variety of forums, including being
part of the district pro-d keynote speakers. They will be attending a School Board Meeting to request
board-sanctioned approval for the second annual Pride Day.
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CAREER CORNER
ADSS APP
Do you want to keep up to date on what’s happening at ADSS? Our
school app is the way to do that! Download the free “My School Day”
app from the Google Play or Apple Stores and stay connected. If you
have any questions, contact Mrs. Wynans in the Career Centre at 250723-1191 ext. 1
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